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THE ACCLAIMED HIT SHOW LA DIVINA RETURNS TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FOR 

TWO DATES ONLY, JANUARY 28 AND 29 

 

WHAT: La Divina: The Last Interview of Maria Callas. Return of the hit show with music. 

WHO: Written, produced and performed by Shelley Cooper. Directed by Mariangela 

Chatzistamatiou. 

WHERE AND WHEN: 

The Whitefire Theatre, 13500 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks, CA 91423. Friday, January 28, 

2022, at 8:00 p.m. PST. 

Namba Performing Arts Space, 47 S. Oak St., Ventura, CA 93001. Saturday, January 29, 2022 at 

7:00 p.m. PST. 

ADMISSION: 

At the Whitefire Theatre, $25. 

At Namba Performing Arts Space, $20. Streaming, $12. 

RESERVATIONS: 

For the Whitefire Theatre, http://whitefiretheatre.com  

For Namba Performing Arts Space, http://nambaarts.com 

CONSUMER ADVISORY: Suggested for audiences age 13 to Adult. 

Orlando Fringe Festival Critics Choice Award 

Hollywood Fringe Festival Pick of the Fringe 

 TVolution Gold Medal- Hollywood Fringe 

Finalist- Namba Arts Splash Award 



 

Illinois-based musician-actor-writer Shelley Cooper returns to Southern California for 

two nights only to perform her show, which received resounding audience and critical plaudits 

this past summer. 

 

ABOUT THE SHOW: 

 

 “Wherever I stay, I make the goddamn rules.”---Maria Callas 

 

 Maria Callas (1923-1987) was one of the most celebrated and influential opera singers of 

the 20th Century, so much so that she was called La Divina, “The Divine One.” The great 

conductor Leonard Bernstein called her “the Bible of Opera.” Born in New York City to Greek 

immigrant parents, her mother relocated her and her sister to Athens when Maria was 13. It was 

there that the young prodigy began her formal musical education, which led to her phenomenal 

career. 

 

 In La Divina: The Last Interview of Maria Callas, Shelley Cooper portrays Callas near 

the end of her life, granting an interview to an unseen broadcast journalist. Callas attempts to 

keep the talk focused on her art, her work and her career, while the interviewer tries to deflect the 

discussion onto her scandalous personal life, specifically her complicated relationship with 

Greek shipping tycoon Aristotle Onassis. This intense affair would morph into an ongoing 

friendship with Onassis that would last the rest of her days, even after he married Jackie 

Kennedy. 

 

 Callas recounts a young life with a loving father, and an overbearing mother who forced 

her into developing her musical talents from the age of 5, denying her the happy childhood she 

deserved. She recalls how opera saved her life during World War II, when Greece was occupied 

by Axis soldiers. After the war, when her career became established in Italy, she would astound 

the world with her incredible musical gifts, becoming one of the most celebrated singers of her 

generation. 

 



 As Cooper-as-Callas, relates the story of La Divina, she sings selections from Callas’ 

repertoire, including ariras from Puccini, Verdi, Bizet, Gluck- a selection of some of opera’s 

greatest hits, as it were. Cooper’s own thrilling soprano singing works associated with La Divina 

is perhaps the finest homage one could make to her acclaimed predecessor. It has the effect of 

making Cooper’s show a concert as much as a narrative. 

 

 Shelley Cooper received the 2021 Orlando Fringe Festival Critic’s Choice Award for 

Best Individual Performance in a Drama for La Divina, which has also been performed in 

Illinois, Germany, Thailand and Austria. She has sung for different companies all over the world. 

Her favorite roles include performing in Sweeney Todd, Into the Woods, South Pacific, The Little 

Mermaid, Pirates of Penzance, Rinalo, Il barbiere di Siviglia and more. She also has a long 

resume of accomplishments as a director/ choreographer of musical theatre. She received her 

MFA in Musical Theatre from the University of Central Florida. 

 Mariangela Chatzistamatiou directs. She specializes in Italian Baroque vocal music of the 

17th and early 18th centuries, as well as in French post-romantic repertory of such composers as 

Debussy, Satie, Ravel and Poulenc. She is also a versatile performer whose repertory ranges 

from Mozart to Schoenberg to traditional music and electronic music. She regularly travels 

between England, Italy and Belgium performing, but resides in her native Greece. 

 La Divina: The Last Interview of Maria Callas is an opera lover’s delight. If you think 

you don’t like opera, this show may change your mind. 

 For a brief sampling of Shelley Cooper’s soaring soprano, go to this trailer: 

https://youtu.be/g5VvFT9mFPQ 

 


